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Preface

Libraries have long served as the cornerstone of knowledge creation,
preservation, and dissemination, playing a pivotal role in education,
research, and lifelong learning. In the twenty-first century, the
discipline of Library and Information Science (LIS) is undergoing a
profound transformation driven by rapid technological advancements,
digital innovations, and the ever-evolving information needs and
expectations of users. Against this backdrop, this book, Current Issues
and Emerging Trends in Library Science, has been prepared to
provide students, researchers, librarians, academicians, and
information professionals with a comprehensive understanding of the
contemporary developments shaping the field.

The primary objective of this book is to bridge the gap between
traditional library practices and emerging information technologies. It
presents a balanced blend of theoretical concepts and practical
applications, enabling readers to appreciate how libraries are adapting
to the changing digital environment. The chapters encompass a wide
range of current and emerging topics, including digital libraries,
artificial intelligence, smart technologies, data management, open
access resources, research support services, information literacy,
bibliometrics, institutional repositories, cloud computing, research
data management, and other innovative technologies that are
redefining library services and information management worldwide.

Special care has been taken to present the content in a clear, concise,
and reader-friendly manner without compromising academic rigor.
The book has been designed to meet the needs of learners at various
academic levels while also serving as a useful reference for library
professionals and educators. Wherever appropriate, contemporary
examples and practical perspectives have been incorporated to
enhance the readers' understanding of the concepts and their real-
world applications.

The field of Library and Information Science continues to evolve
rapidly, and it is our sincere hope that this book will help readers
understand these emerging developments and equip them with the
knowledge and skills required to meet future challenges. We also hope



that it will stimulate critical thinking, encourage innovation, and
promote the effective adoption of new technologies in library and
information services.

No scholarly work is ever entirely free from limitations. Therefore, we
welcome constructive suggestions and valuable feedback from
readers, educators, researchers, and professionals for improving future
editions of this book.

Finally, we express our heartfelt gratitude to all the scholars, authors,
researchers, and practitioners whose contributions to the field of
Library and Information Science have enriched our understanding and
inspired the preparation of this work. We sincerely hope that this book
will prove to be a valuable academic resource and make a meaningful
contribution to the professional development of librarians, information
professionals, researchers, and students alike.
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