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Preface

The transformative power of education has long been recognized as a
cornerstone of social progress, yet few have articulated its significance with the
clarity, urgency, and vision of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. His educational philosophy
was not merely about acquiring knowledge; it was a deliberate instrument for
emancipation, social equality, and empowerment. Dr. Ambedkar understood that
in a society stratified by caste and social hierarchies, education could serve as a
catalyst for dismantling structural oppression and enabling marginalized
communities to claim their rightful place in public life.

This book, Knowledge as Power: Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s Educational
Philosophy, seeks to explore the depth and breadth of his vision for education. It
delves into the theoretical foundations, practical implications, and enduring
relevance of his ideas in contemporary contexts. The text examines how
Ambedkar emphasized critical thinking, self-reliance, and social responsibility
as integral components of learning, framing education not merely as a personal
achievement but as a collective tool for societal transformation.

By analyzing Ambedkar’s writings, speeches, and initiatives, this work
highlights the interplay between knowledge and social justice, illustrating how
education can serve as a mechanism for empowerment, equality, and national
development. The book also situates his ideas within broader global debates on
education, human rights, and democratic citizenship, demonstrating their
timeless relevance.

It is hoped that this study will inspire educators, policymakers, students, and
scholars to engage with Ambedkar’s philosophy beyond its historical context,
recognizing its transformative potential in shaping more inclusive, equitable,
and enlightened societies. Ultimately, this work underscores the profound truth
that knowledge, when guided by justice and purpose, is indeed the greatest form
of power.
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About The Book
ABOUT THE BOOK :

Knowledge as Power: Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s Educational Philosophy explores the transformative vision of education
articulated by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar as a tool for social emancipation, equality, and democratic empowerment. The book
presents Ambedkar’s belief that education is not merely a means of personal advancement but a powerful instrument to
challenge caste hierarchies, social injustice, and structural inequality.

Drawing from Ambedkar’s speeches, writings, and life experiences, the work highlights his emphasis on rational thinking,
scientific temper, and critical inquiry as foundations of a progressive society. It examines his advocacy for universal
education, especially for marginalized and oppressed communities, and his insistence on state responsibility in ensuring
access to quality education.

The book also situates Ambedkar’s educational philosophy in contemporary contexts, demonstrating its relevance to present-
day debates on inclusive education, social justice, and nation-building. Insightful and thought-provoking, this book serves as
a valuable resource for students, educators, researchers, and readers interested in understanding how knowledge functions as
a source of power, dignity, and liberation in Ambedkar’s vision of modern India.
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