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Foreword

It is a distinct privilege to pen the Foreword to this erudite work authored by
Dr. P. Deivakani, Assistant Professor, Department of History, Sri G.V.G.
Visalakshi College for Women, Udumalpet, Tamil Nadu. In an era when a
nuanced understanding of historical processes and the dynamics of labour
relations is of critical importance, this volume constitutes a significant
contribution to the fields of History, Tourism Studies, Social Development, and
the Social Sciences.

Rigorous scholarly research demands disciplined inquiry, critical engagement
with primary and secondary sources, and an unwavering commitment to
intellectual integrity. Dr. Deivakani has exemplified these qualities throughout
her academic career. This work represents the culmination of several years of
meticulous archival research and analytical study concerning the social status of
women employed in the hosiery industry of Tamil Nadu.

A distinctive strength of this study lies in the author’s ability to synthesise
complex historical data into a coherent and accessible narrative. By examining
the lived experiences of women workers, particularly with respect to their
economic independence, engagement with women’s recreation centres, and
evolving awareness of the franchise, the author provides valuable insights into
the interconnections between labour, gender, and social transformation. The
study persuasively demonstrates how historical developments and economic
change continue to shape contemporary social realities.

This volume will undoubtedly serve as an essential reference for scholars,
researchers, and students engaged in labour history, women’s studies, social
development, industrial development, and regional historiography. It addresses a
significant gap in local historical scholarship and establishes a solid foundation
for future academic inquiry in related fields.

I extend my sincere congratulations to Dr. P. Deivakani on the successful
completion and publication of this work and wish her continued distinction in
her scholarly and professional endeavours. | am confident that this book will
receive the recognition and academic engagement it richly deserves.

Dr. B. Muniyandi, M.Sc., Ph.D
Former Professor and Head
Department of Economics
Bharathiar University
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
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About The Book

Women Workers in the Hosiery Industry of Tamil Nadu: Social Status, Issues, and
Challenges critically examines the working and living conditions of women employed in
Tamil Nadu’s hosiery industry. It analyzes how gender, caste, informal Ilabor
arrangements, and globalization shape women’s social status, wages, job security, and
access to welfare. Challenging the assumption that paid work guarantees empowerment,
the book exposes persistent inequalities, health risks, and institutional gaps between labor
laws and workplace realities. Designed for students, researchers, and policymakers, it
offers a grounded sociological perspective on women’s labor in India’s informal
manufacturing sector.
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